














events to be conducted according to globally recognized legal and ethical standards.

The Saudi Sports Law provides the legislative framework necessary to meet those expectations.

By promoting clean sport, strengthening anti-doping measures, and ensuring the proper regulation of
sporting competitions, the Law enhances Saudi Arabia's reputation as a trusted host of major international
sporting events and reinforces its position within the global sporting community.

Ultimately, sporting success is measured not only by medals, championships, or commercial achievements.
Its true value lies in preserving the integrity of competition and ensuring that every victory is earned fairly,
honestly, and in full compliance with the law.

THE NEW SAUDI SPORTS LAW
Article 13 of 20
Sports Education and Professional Development
Originally published in Arabic on 5 April 2026

The long-term success of any national sports system depends not only on infrascructure, investment, or
legislation, but also on the continuous development of human capital. Achletes, coaches, referees,
administrators, medical professionals, lawyers, and sports executives all require specialized education and
ongoing professional development to meet the evolving demands of modern sport.

Recognizing this reality, the Saudi Sports Law places significant emphasis on sports education, professional
training, scientific research, and institutional capacity building as fundamental pillars of sustainable sports
development.

The Law requires the Ministry of Sport, in cooperation with the relevant governmental authorities and
sports entities, to promote educational and training programs that enhance professional competence
throughout the sports sector.

These programs are intended to develop technical expertise, administrative efficiency, governance standards,
and specialized knowledge across every discipline associated with sport.

The objective extends beyond improving athletic performance.

Modern sport has become a mu]tidiscip]inary industry requiring expertise in law, governance, finance,
marketing, medicine, technology, event management, communications, investment, and dispute resolution.
Accordingly, the Kingdom's future success depends upon developing qualified professionals capable of
leading sports organizations according to internationally recognized standards.

The Law therefore encourages the establishment of specialized sports institutes and educational center s
dedicated to providing academic qualifications, vocational training, and professional certification.

These institutions may deliver programs covering sports management, governance, sports law, commercial
rights, sponsorship, media, sports medicine, anti-doping, arbitration, compliance, and numerous other
specialized fields that support the continued growth of the sports sector.

Scientific research also occupies an important position within the legislative framework.

The Ministry of Sport is encouraged to cooperate with universities, research center s, and specialized
institutions in conducting studies relating to sports performance, governance, investment, public healch,
technology, infrastructure, and legal development.

Evidence-based policymaking has become an essential characteristic of modern governance.

Research enables decision-makers to evaluate existing policies, identify emerging challenges, anticipate
future opportunities, and adopt solutions founded upon objective analysis rather than assumption.

The Saudi Sports Law therefore recognizes research not as an academic exercise alone, but as a strategic tool
for institutional development.

Particular importance should also be attached to legal education.

As Saudi Arabia's sports industry becomes increasingly sophisticated, the demand for specialized expertise
in sports law will continue to grow.

Lawyers, judges, arbitrators, in-house counsel, compliance officers, and legal advisers must develop a
thorough understanding of the legal framework governing contracts, governance, disciplinary proceedings,
intellectual property, employment, commercial investment, international regulations, and dispute
resolution within sport.
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The emergence ofsports law as a recognized legal discipline presents signiﬁcant opportunities for universities
and professional organizations to develop specialized academic programs capable of preparing the next
generation of legal professionals.

Equally important is the role of continuing professional education.

The legal, commercial, and regulatory environment governing sport continues to evolve rapidly.
Consequently, professional development should not conclude upon obtaining an academic qualification or
professional license.

Instead, continuous education should become an integral component of professional practice for everyone
engaged within the SPOTLS Sector.

Sports organizations likewise bear responsibility for investing in their employees.

Well-trained administrators, executives, coaches, referees, and technical personnel contribute directly to
stronger governance, better decision-making, improved regulatory compliance, and enhanced institutional
performance.

Investment in people remains one of the most valuable investments any organization can make.

Ultimately, legislation alone cannot transform the sports sector.

The effectiveness of any legal framework depends upon the knowledge, competence, integrity, and
professionalisrn of those responsible for implementing it.

The Saudi Sports Law therefore recognizes education and professional development as strategic investments
in the future of Saudi sport.

By fostering knowledge, encouraging innovation, supporting rescarch, and developing highly qualified
professionals, the Kingdom is laying the intellectual foundation necessary to sustain its ambitious sporting
transformation for generations to come.

THE NEW SAUDI SPORTS LAW
Article 14 of 20
Sports Violations
Originally published in Arabic on 12 April 2026

The effectiveness of any legal system depends not only upon the rights it creates but equally upon its ability
to identify, prevent, and address violations of those rights. Without effective enforcement, legislation risks
becoming merely aspirational racher than operational.

Recognizing this principle, the Saudi Sports Law establishes a cornprehensive legal framework governing
sports violations and the regulatory mechanisms necessary to protect the integrity of the Kingdom's sports
SeCtor.

The Law requires every sports entity, athlete, coach, referee, administrator, sports agent, and other
participant operating within the SpOrts ecosystem to cornply fully with its provisions, the irnplernenting
regulations, and the decisions lawfully issued by the competent authorities.

Failure to comply constitutes a breach of the legal obligations imposed by the Sports Law and may result in
disciplinary, administrative, civil, or criminal consequences, depending upon the nature and seriousness of
the violation.

Importantly, the Law adopts a broad concept of sports violations.

A violation is not limited to misconduct occurring during sporting competitions. It extends to any act or
omission that undermines the objectives of the Law, compromises governance, threatens sporting integrity,
breaches licensing requirements, or violates the regulatory framework governing sports entities.
Accordingly, violations may arise from failures in governance, financial management, regulatory compliance,
contractual performance, licensing obligations, athlete protection, ethical conduct, or administrative
accountability.

This modern regulatory approach reflects international best practice by recognizing that threats to sport
often arise outside the field of play.

Weak governance, conflicts of interest, financial irregularities, abuse of authority, manipulation of
competitions, corruption, and non-compliance with regulatory obligations can be equally damaging to
public confidence as misconduct during sporting events.
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For this reason, prevention remains as important as enforcement.

Sports entities should establish robust internal governance systems capable of identifying risks before
violations occur.

Effective compliance programs, internal controls, transparent decision-making processes, conflict-of-interest
policies, Whistleblowing mechanisms, and regular legal audits should become integral components of
institutional governance.

Compliance is no longer a voluntary exercise.

It has become a legal responsibility shared by every organization operating within the Saudi sports sector.
The Law also ernphasizes personal accountaloility.

Members of boards of directors, executive management, committee members, and senior officials cannot avoid
responsibility for unlawful decisions or failures in governance merely because those decisions were taken
collectively.

Every individual exercising authority within a SpOTts organization assumes legal duties requiring honesty,
diligence, impartiality, and compliance with the applicable legal framework.

This represents an important culcural shift.

Modern governance requires individual accountability alongside institutional responsibility.

Another signiﬁcant feature of the Law is its recognition that sports violations may simultaneously engage
multiple legal regimes.

Certain conduct may constitute a disciplinary offence under the Sports Law while also giving rise to civil
liability for damages or criminal liability under other applicable Saudi legislation.

Accordingly, disciplinary proceedings conducted by sports authorities do not necessarily preclude separate
proceedings before the competent judicial authorities where the circumstances so require.

This principle strengthens legal certainty while ensuring that serious misconduct receives an appropriate legal
response.

The existence ofrnultiple forms of‘legal accountability also serves as a powerful deterrent against behavior that
threatens the integrity of sport.

As Saudi Arabia continues to expand its role as a global destination for major sporting events and
international investment, the importance of effective enforcement cannot be overstated.

Investors, sponsors, athletes, international federations, and commercial partners all seck confidence that
regulatory obligations will be enforced fairly, consistently, and transparently.

The Saudi Sports Law provides that assurance.

By establishing a comprehensive framework governing sports violations, the Law reinforces institutional
integrity, strengthens governance, protects stakeholders, and enhances confidence in Saudi Arabia's rapidly
developing sports sector.

Ultimately, the success of any legal framework is measured not by the number of violations it punishes but by
the culture of compliance it creates.

The Saudi Sports Law seeks to foster precisely that culture one founded upon integrity, accountability,
transparency, and respect for the rule of law.

THE NEW SAUDI SPORTS LAW
Article 15 of 20
Sports Sanctions
Originally published in Arabic on 19 April 2026

No legal system can achieve its objectives without effective enforcement mechanisms. Rights and obligations
derive their practical value from the existence of appropriate sanctions capable of ensuring compliance and
preserving respect for the rule of law.

The Saudi Sports Law therefore establishes a comprehensive framework governing sports sanctions, designed
not merely to punish misconduct but to protect the integrity of sport, strengthen institutional governance,
and encourage compliance with legal and regulatory obligations.

Sanctions under the Law are founded upon an essential legal principle: proportionality.

Every disciplinary measure irnposed must be proportionate to the nature, seriousness, and consequences of the
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violation committed. Disciplinary authorities must carefully evaluate all relevant circumstances, including
the intent of the offender, the extent of the damage caused, any previous violations, and the impact of the
conduct upon the integrity of the sport.

Justice cannot be achieved through arbitrary punishment.

Rather, sanctions must be imposed through transparent procedures that guarantee due process, equality
before the law, and the right of every individual or entity to present a defense.

Accordingly, disciplinary bodies exercising authority under the Sports Law bear a significant legal
responsibility.

Their decisions must be objective, irnpartial, reasoned, and fu]ly consistent with the provisions of the Law
and its implementing regulations.

The range of sanctions available under the legislative framework is intentionally broad, enabling disciplinary
authorities to respond appropriately to different categories of misconduct.

Depending upon the circumstances, sanctions may include warnings, financial penaities, suspension of
licenses, temporary or permanent disqualification from sporting activities, deduction of competition points,
exclusion from competitions, withdrawal of titles or awards, cancellation of licenses, or any other
disciplinary measure authorized by the Law and the applicable regulations.

Irnportantiy, the purpose of these sanctions is not retaliation.

Their primary function is corrective and preventive.

Effective disciplinary measures encourage future compliance, deter similar misconduct, protect participants,
and preserve public confidence in sporting institutions.

The Law also recognizes that sanctions imposed against sports entities differ fundamentaliy from those
imposed against individuals.

Where a club, federation, league, or other sports organization fails to comply with its legal obligations,
disciplinary measures may extend beyond financial penalties to include regulatory intervention, suspension
of activities, restrictions on participation, or other institutional measures designed to restore compiiance
and protect the public interest.

Conversely, sanctions imposed upon athletes, coaches, referees, administrators, sports agents, or other
individuals are directed towards personal accountability and professional responsibility.

The distinction between institutional 1iabi1ity and individual liability reflects a mature legal system capab]e
of identifying responsibility at the appropriate level.

Another important safeguard established by the Law is the requirement that disciplinary sanctions remain
subject to review through the legal mechanisms provided under the sports justice system.

This ensures that discipiinary authority is exercised within the framework of‘legality and that affected parties
retain the opportunity to challenge decisions believed to be unlawful, disproportionate, or procedurally
defective.

Such safeguards reinforce confidence in the legitimacy of the disciplinary process.

Equally significant is the relationship between discip]inary sanctions and other branches of law.

Certain misconduct may simultancously constitute a disciplinary offence under the Sports Law, a civil wrong
giving rise to liability for damages, or a criminal offence under the Kingdom's general legislation.

The imposition of a disciplinary sanction therefore does not necessarily preclude civil or criminal
proceedings where the facts justify additional legal action.

This integrated approach strengthens accountability while ensuring that serious misconduct receives an
appropriate legal response.

As Saudi Arabia's sports industry continues to expand, effective enforcement becomes increasingly
important.

Professional sport attracts significant commercial investment, international broadcasting agreements,
sponsorship arrangements, employment relationships, and public attention.

These developments require a legal environment in which rules are respected and violations are addressed
consistently and fairiy.

The Saudi Sports Law provides precisely such an environment.

By establishing a modern and balanced disciplinary framework, it promotes responsible conduct,
strengthens institutional governance, protects sporting integrity, and enhances confidence among athletes,
investors, commercial partners, and international sports organizations.
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Ultimately, sanctions should never be regarded as the objective of‘legislation.

The true objective is voluntary compliance.

Asuccessful legal system is measured not by the number of penalties imposed, but by the degree to which its
existence encourages lawful conduct and responsible governance.

In this respect, the Saudi Sports Law reflects the principles of modern regulatory practice: firm where
necessary, fair at all times, and always directed towards the long-term development of Saudi sport.

THE NEW SAUDI SPORTS LAW
Article 16 of 20
Enhanced Enforcement Measures
Originally published in Arabic on 26 April 2026

The effectiveness of any legislative framework depends not only upon the existence of legal obligations and
disciplinary sanctions but also upon the availability of effective enforcement mechanisms capable of
ensuring compliance.

Recognizing this principle, the Saudi Sports Law strengthens the Kingdom’s regulatory framework by
introducing enhanced enforcement measures designed to promote institutional accountability, improve
regulatory compliance, and safeguard the integrity of the sports sector.

Modern sports governance requires more than reactive enforcement.

The primary objective of regulation should be to prevent violations before they occur through effective
supervision, continuous monitoring, and responsible institutional management.

The Law therefore adopts a preventive regulatory philosophy that encourages sports entities to establish
internal compliance systems capable of identifying legal and operational risks at an carly stage.

Such systems should include governance policies, internal control mechanisms, financial oversight
procedures, conflict-of-interest rules, compliance programs, and periodic legal reviews designed to ensure
continuous conformity with the Sports Law and its implementing regulations.

Compliance should not be regarded as a periodic administrative exercise.

Rather, it should become an integral component of institutional culture and day—to—day decision—making.
Every board member, executive officer, committee member, and senior administrator bears personal
responsibility for ensuring that the organization operates within the legal framework established by the Law.
This represents one of the most important developments introduced by the Saudi Sports Law.

Institutional accountability now extends beyond the organization itself to those entrusted with its
management and governance.

Leadership therefore carries corresponding legal responsibilities.

The Law furcher empowers the competent authorities to adopt the measures necessary to ensure that sports
entities comply with their statutory obligations.

Where breaches are identified, corrective measures may be required before disciplinary action becomes
necessary.

This reflects the modern regulatory principle that prevention and remediation should, whenever possible,
precede punishment.

Nevertheless, where violations persist or involve serious misconduct, the competent authorities possess
sufficient legal powers to impose appropriate sanctions capable of protecting the public interest and
preserving confidence in the sports sector.

Enhanced enforcement also contributes directly to investor confidence.

Domestic and international investors seck legal systems in which regulations are applied consistently,
transparently, and without discrimination.

Effective enforcement reduces legal uncertainty, strengthens commercial confidence, and creates an
environment conducive to long—term investment.

For sports organizations, enhanced regulatory oversight should not be perceived as an obstacle to growth.
On the contrary, good governance and regulatory compliance have become valuable competitive advantages.
Organizations that demonstrate transparency, accountability, financial discipline, and sound governance are
more likely to attract sponsors, investors, commercial partners, and talented professionals.
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The Law therefore encourages sports entities to move beyond minimum legal compliance and embrace
governance as a strategic objective.

The stronger an institution's governance framework, the lower its legal risks and the greater its long-term
sustainability.

This philosophy is entirely consistent with international developments in sports regulation.

Leading international sports organizations increasingly require robust governance systems, ethical
standards, financial accountability, and effective compliance programs as conditions for participation,
recognition, and commercial cooperation.

The Saudi Sports Law positions the Kingdom within this global regulatory movement.

By strengthening enforcement while promoting preventive governance, the Law establishes a modern 1egal
environment capable of supporting continued growth, attracting investment, protecting stakeholders, and
enhancing the international reputation of Saudi sport.

Ultimately, enforcement should not be measured by the number of investigations conducted or sanctions
imposed.

[ts true success lies in fostering institutions that voluntarily comply with the law because good governance
has become part of their organizational culture.

That is the enduring objective of the Saudi Sports Law.

THE NEW SAUDI SPORTS LAW
Article 17 of 20
Sports Inspection and Regulatory Oversight
Originally published in Arabic on 3 May 2026

A modern legal framework cannot achieve its objectives unless supported by effective regu]atory oversight
and institutional supervision. Legislation establishes rights and obligations, but it is inspection and
regulatory monitoring that ensure those obligations are respected in practice.

Recognizing this fundamental principle, the Saudi Sports Law establishes a comprehensive framework for
sports inspection, empowering the competent authorities to oversee compliance and ensure the proper
implementation of the Law throughout the Kingdom's sports sector.

Inspection should not be understood as an instrument of punishment.

Rather, it is a mechanism for promoting good governance, identifying areas of non-compliance, supporting
institutional improvement, and protecting the integrity of sport.

[ts primary objective is preventive rather than punitive.

The Ministry of Sport, together with the competent regulatory authorities, is entrusted with supervising
sports entities to verify their compliance with the Sports Law, its implementing regulations, licensing
requirements, governance standards, and other app]icable legal obligations.

This supervisory role extends to sports federations, clubs, leagues, sports companies, educational
institutions, sports center s, academies, and every entity operating under the regulatory framework
established by the Law.

Effective inspection contributes directly to institutional transparency.

It enables regulators to assess governance practices, financial management, administrative procedures,
athlete welfare, licensing compliance, and the implementation of regulatory obligations before irregularities
develop into more serious legal violations.

In this respect, inspection should be viewed as a partnership between regu]ators and sports entities rather
than an adversarial process.

Both share the common objective of strengthening institutional performance and safeguarding public
confidence.

The Law therefore encourages sports organizations to maintain accurate records, transparent financial
systems, effective internal controls, and comprehensive documentation capable of demonstrating
compliance with their legal obligations.
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Well-prepared organizations should regard inspection as an opportunity to demonstrate sound governance
rather than a source of concern.

An equally important aspect of regulatory oversight concerns licensing.

Sports entities must continuously satisfy the conditions upon which their licenses have been granted.
Compliance is therefore an ongoing obligation rather than a one-time administrative requirement.

Where deficiencies are identified, the competent authority may require corrective measures within specified
periods before considering further regulatory action.

This graduated approach reflects internationally recognized principles of proportionality and administrative
fairness.

Corrective action should Ordinari]y precede punitive measures where comp]iance can reasonabiy be restored.
However, where serious breaches occur or corrective measures are ignored, the competent authorities retain
the power to adopt appropriate enforcement action in accordance with the Law.

The inspection framework also strengthens investor confidence.

Commercial partners, sponsors, broadcasters, financial institutions, and international governing bodies are
increasingly attracted to jurisdictions that demonstrate effective regulatory oversight and institutional
accountability.

Transparent supervision reduces legal uncertainty and reinforces confidence in the stability of the regulatory
environment.

The Saudi Sports Law therefore recognizes that inspection serves not only legal objectives but also important
economic functions.

Strong regulatory oversight supports sustainable investment, enhances commercial credibility, and
contributes directly to the Kingdom's ambition of becoming one of the world's leading sports destinations.
Inspection also promotes equality before the law.

Every sports entity, regardless of its size, financial resources, or sporting achievements, remains subject to the
same legal standards and regulatory obligations.

Consistent enforcement strengthens public trust and reinforces the principle that no institution stands above
the law.

As Saudi Arabia's sports industry continues to expand, effective regulatory oversight will become increasingly
important.

New forms of investment, sophisticated commercial structures, international partnerships, and compiex
contractual relationships all require equally sophisticated regulatory supervision.

The Saudi Sports Law provides the legal foundation necessary to meet these challenges.

Ultimately, inspection is not an end in itself.

Its true purpose is to strengthen governance, improve institutional performance, encourage voluntary
compliance, and preserve the integrity of Saudi sport.

When properly implemented, regulatory oversight becomes one of the most valuable tools for ensuring that
the objectives of the Sports Law are translated into practical reality.

THE NEW SAUDI SPORTS LAW
Article 18 of 20
The Saudi Sports Arbitration Tribunal
Originally published in Arabic on 10 May 2026

One of the most significant institutional innovations introduced by the Saudi Sports Law is the
establishment of a specia]ized judicia] framework dedicated to reso]ving sports disputes. As the Kingdom’s
sports sector continues its rapid transformation, the volume and complexity of legal disputes arising from
sporting activities have increased correspondingly. Modern sport requires a dispute resolution system that is
both legally robust and sufficiently specialized to address the unique characteristics of the sports industry.
Recognizing this need, the Saudi Sports Law provides for the establishment of the Saudi Sports Arbitration
Tribunal, a specialized and independent institution entrusted with the resolution of sports-related disputes
in accordance with the provisions of the Law and its implementing regulations.
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The establishment of a specialized sports tribunal represents a natural progression in the evolution of Saudi
Arabia's sports legal framework.

Traditional judicial proceedings, while essential to the administration of justice, are not always best suited to
disputes arising within the sporting context. Matters such as player eligibility, disciplinary sanctions,
contractual disputes, transfer regulations, competition administration, election disputes, governance
matters, and commercial SPOTLS agreements Frequent]y require urgent determination by decision-makers
possessing both legal expertise and a thorough understanding of sports regulations.

A specialized tribunal provides precisely that expertise.

Its jurisdiction extends to disputes arising under the Sports Law, the regulations issued pursuant to it, the
constitutions and regulations of sports entities, and contractual relationships concluded within the sports
sector where arbitration has been agreed by the parties or prescribed by law.

The Tribunal therefore becomes an essential pillar of the Kingdom's sports governance framework.

Its purpose extends beyond dispute resolution.

By issuing consistent, well-reasoned decisions grounded in legal principles and sporting regulations, the
Tribunal contributes to the development of a coherent body of Saudi sports jurisprudence.

Over time, this jurisprudence will provide valuable guidance to sports entities, athletes, lawyers, arbitrators,
regulators, and investors, enhancing legal certainty throughout the sector.

The effectiveness of any arbitral institution depends fundamentally upon its independence.

Arbitrators must exercise their functions impartially, free from external influence, conflicts of interest, or
institutional pressure.

Every party appearing before the Tribunal must be assured that disputes will be determined solely on the
basis of the law, the evidence, and the applicab]e sporting regulations.

The Sports Law therefore reinforces the fundamental principles of procedural fairness, equality of arms, and
due process.

Parties must have a meaningful opportunity to present their arguments, challenge evidence, respond to the
opposing case, and receive reasoned decisions capable of independent scrutiny.

These safeguards are indispensable to maintaining confidence in sports arbitration.

Another important feature of the Tribunal is its contribution to commercial certainty.

Professional sport increasingly involves complex contractual arrangements concerning sponsorship,
broadcasting rights, media rights, image rights, merchandising, investment, employment, and commercial
partnerships.

Businesses entering the Saudi sports market require confidence that disputes can be resolved efficiently,
confidentially where appropriate, and by decision-makers with specialist expertise.

The Tribunal provides precisely such a mechanism.

[ts existence therefore strengthens Saudi Arabia's attractiveness as a destination for international sporting
investment and commercial partnerships.

The Tribunal also plays an educational role within the legal profession.

As its jurisprudence develops, lawyers, judges, arbitrators, academics, and students will benefit from a
growing body of specialized legal principles capable of advancing sports law as a distinct discipline within
Saudi jurisprudence.

This development is entirely consistent with international practice.

Leading sports jurisdictions have long recognized that specialized sports dispute resolution contributes
significantly to governance, regulatory consistency, investor confidence, and institutional credibility.

By establishing the Saudi Sports Arbitration Tribunal, the Kingdom joins this international movement while
developing a dispute resolution system tailored to its own legal framework and national priorities.
U]timately, the success of the Tribunal will not be measured sole]y by the number of‘disputes it resolves.

[ts lasting contribution will lie in strengthening confidence in Saudi sports justice, promoting legal certainty,
encouraging good governance, and supporting the continued growth of one of the world's most dynamic
SpOTLS SeCtors.

The Saudi Sports Arbitration Tribunal therefore stands as one of the cornerstones of the Kingdom's new
sports legal order, ensuring that justice remains an integral component of Saudi Arabia's sporting
transformation under Vision 2030.
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THE NEW SAUDI SPORTS LAW
Article 19 of 20
Sports Governance and Regulatory Compliance

Originally published in Arabic on 17 May 2026

The enactment of the Saudi Sports Law represents far more than a legislative reform of the ngdom s sports
sector. It marks the transition from a traditional administrative model to a modern governance framework
founded upon transparency, accountability, regulatory compliance, and institutional excellence.
Governance has become one of the defining characteristics of successful sports organizations worldwide.

It is no ]onget sufficient for sports entities mete]y to achieve sporting success. They must also demonstrate
sound decision-making, financial responsibility, ethical leadership, effective risk management, and
compliance with the legal and regulatory framework governing their activities.

The Saudi Sports Law embraces this contemporary philosophy by placing governance at the center of every
sports institution operating within the Kingdom.

Good governance begins with clearly defined institutional responsibilities.

Every board of directors, executive committee, senior executive, and administrative official must understand
the scope of their legal authority and exercise that authority responsibly, transparently, and in the best
interests of the organization they serve.

Authority without accountability undermines institutional confidence.

Conversely, accountability strengthens legitimacy, protects stakeholders, and enhances public trust.

For this reason, the Law requires sports entities to adopt governance structures capable of ensuring effective
oversight, objective decision—making, and proper separation between supervisory and executive
responsibilities.

Transparency is equally fundamental.

Sports organizations must maintain accurate financial records, adopt clear administrative procedures,
preserve reliable documentation, and disclose information where tequited by law or tegulation.
Transparent institutions inspire confidence among athletes, supporters, Sponsors, commercial partners,
regulators, and investors.

Regulatory compliance represents another cornerstone of modern governance.

Compliance should not be viewed mete]y as adherence to ]ega] requirements Fo”owing tegu]atory
inspection.

Instead, it should form part of an organization’s internal culcure.

Every decision, policy, contract, and operational activity should be assessed in light of the legal obligations
established by the Sports Law, its imp]ementing tegu]ations, and the app]icab]e rules issued by the
competent sports authorities.

Effective compliance requires structured governance systems.

Sports organizations should establish internal compliance programs, legal advisory functions,
conflict-of-interest po]icies, codes of ethics, Whistieblowing ptocedutes, internal audit mechanisms, and risk
management frameworks.

These measures reduce institutional exposure to legal risk while promoting responsible decision-making at
every level of the organization.

Risk management has become particu]ar]y important.

The rapid commercialization of sport introduces increasingly complex legal, financial, operational,
technological, and reputational risks.

Organizations that fail to identify and manage these risks may expose themselves to regulatory action,
financial loss, contractual disputes, and teputationa] damage.

Accordingly, proactive governance should always anticipate legal risk rather than merely respond to legal
disputes after they arise.

An equally important aspect of governance concerns ethical leadership.

Integricy must guide every decision taken by Sports organizations.

Leaders should avoid conflicts of interest, exercise their powers honestly, respect equality and fairness, and
place the long-term interests of their institutions above personal considerations.
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Ethical leadership remains one of the strongest indicators of institutional maturity.

The Saudi Sports Law therefore secks to establish not only legal compliance but also a culture of responsible
governance.

This cultural transformation is essential to achieving the broader objectives of Vision 2030.

International investors, commercial partners, international sports federations, and global sporting
organizations increasingly evaluate governance standards before entering strategic partnerships.

Strong governance has therefore become a competitive advantage.

Institutions demonstrating transparency, accountability, compliance, and effective leadership are more
likely to attract investment, sponsorship, commercial cooperation, and international recognition.

The Kingdom's ambitious sports transformation depends not only upon world-class infrastructure and
international competitions but equally upon insticutions capable of managing those opportunities
responsibly.

The Saudi Sports Law provides the legal framework necessary to build such institutions.

Ultimately, governance is not an administrative burden.

[t is a strategic asset.

When properly implemented, governance protects institutions, enhances decision—making, reduces 1egal
risk, strengthens public confidence, and contributes directly to sustainable sporting success.

The Saudi Sports Law recognizes this reality and places governance at the heart of the Kingdom's sporting
future.

THE NEW SAUDI SPORTS LAW
Article 20 of 20
The Future of Saudi Sports Law
Originally published in Arabic on 24 May 2026

The promulgation of the Saudi Sports Law marks the beginning—not the conclusion—of a new era for sport
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Legislation, regardless of its quality, cannot by itself transform an industry. Its true value lies in its
implementation, interpretation, and continuous development in response to changing economic, social, and
technological realities. The success of the Saudi Sports Law will therefore depend upon the commitment of
every stakeholder to uphold both its letter and its spirit.

The Kingdom has embarked upon one of the most ambitious sports transformation programs in the world.

Driven by Vision 2030, Saudi Arabia has repositioned sport as a strategic sector that contributes to
cconomic diversification, public health, tourism, entertainment, education, foreign investment, and
international engagement. This transformation requires a legal framework capable of supporting sustainable
growth while safeguarding integrity, governance, and public confidence.

The Saudi Sports Law provides that foundation.

For the first time, the Kingdom possesses a comprehensive legislative framework governing every principal
component of the sports ccosystem, including sports entities, athletes, coaches, referees, agents,

competitions, investment, governance, licensing, disciplinary proeedures, dispute resolutlon, inspection,
and regulatory oversight.

This integrated approach reflects the maturicy of the Kingdom’s ]egis]ative vision.

Rather than regulating isolated aspects of sport, the Law establishes a coherent legal system designed to
support the continued evolution of the sector as one of the Kingdom's most dynamic economic and social
industries.

Nevertheless, legislation must remain responsive to future developments.

The globa] sports industry continues to evolve rapidly.

Artificial intelligence, digital broadcasting, esports, sports technology, data governance, athlete image
rights, cryptocurrency sponsorship, environmental sustainability, and emerging forms of commercial
investment are transforming the legal landscape of international sport.

Saudi Arabia must therefore continue reviewing and refining its regulatory framework to ensure that it
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remains aligned with international best practice while responding to national priorities.

This is the hallmark of successful legislation.

Modern laws are not static instruments; they evolve alongside the societies and industries they regulate.
The implementing regulations issued under the Sports Law will play an essential role in maintaining this
flexibility, allowing the legal framework to adapt to practical experience and future developments without
compromising iegislative certainty.

Equally important is the development of specialized legal expertise.

The implementation of the Sports Law will generate increasing demand for lawyers, arbicrators, judges,
governance specialists, compliance professionals, academics, and regulatory experts with advanced
knowledge of sports law.

Universities, professional organizations, and legal institutions should therefore invest in specialized
education and professional training capable of preparing the next generation of Saudi sports law
practitioners.

This represents a unique opportunity.

Saudi Arabia has the potential not only to become a global leader in sport but also to emerge as a regional
and international center of excellence in sports law, sports arbitration, governance, and sports regulation.
The Kingdom's strategic location, ambitious investment program, and expanding international
partnerships place it in an exceptional position to influence the future development of sports law
throughout the Middle East and beyond.

International cooperation will remain equally important.

The continued exchange of legal knowledge with international sports federations, arbitral insticutions,
universities, and professional associations will strengthen Saudi Arabia's legal framework while enabling
the Kingdom to contribute actively to the development of global sports jurisprudence.

The Saudi Sports Law should therefore be viewed as the beginning of an ongoing legal dialogue racher than
a Completed ]egisiative project.

Its principles will continue to deveiop through judiciai interpretation, arbitral awards, implementing
regulations, institutional practice, academic research, and practical experience.

This is how enduring legal systems evolve.

Ultimately, the greatest achievement of the Saudi Sports Law will not be measured by the number of
regulations issued or disputes resolved.

Its true legacy will be reflected in the institutions it strengthens, the confidence it inspires, the investment
it atcracts, the achletes it protects, and the opportunities it creates for future generations.

The Law establishes far more than a legal framework for sport.

It provides a legislative foundation for one of the most ambitious national transformation programs of the
twenty-first century.

As Saudi Arabia continues its remarkable sporting journey under Vision 2030, the Saudi Sports Law will
remain the legal cornerstone upon which that future is built promoting governance, protecting rights,
encouraging investment, strengthening institutions, and ensuring that the Kingdom’s sporting ambitions
are supported by a modern, transparent, and internationally respected legal system.

The future of Saudi sport will be determined not only by success on the field of play but by the strength of
the legal institutions that sustain it.

The Saudi Sports Law has laid that foundation.

Its future now belongs to those entrusted with its implementation.
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